Safety Panel Special Issue
The Safety Panel are to be complimented on a very informative series of articles in the November edition of Measurement & Control.
Replacement equipment is often necessary during the lifetime of operational plant, and the section on 'Selecting devices for use in Safety Systems' was particularly relevant to those Engineers working in a maintenance environment. Energise to trip is not a common principle, and may have a controversial element, but was interestingly described and very thought provoking in its content.
It was also good to see the Institute keeping us up to date on new and emerging standards and technology. Many members work within the process sector, but throughout the articles there were examples in different industry sectors. The section on machinery standards BS EN 62061, and BS EN ISO 13849-1 adding further dimension to Institute member's activity. Maybe there is a question here however as to, what can be described as 'machinery' under the definition of the standard? A lathe in a workshop or a coal handling plant in a power station?
I look forward to seeing more features of this kind in future editions of the journal.
Mal Parker MInstMC

Home Automation
In reference to the Home Automation feature in the February issue, the internet links do need to be very secure. I wouldn't like to be a disabled person whose service robots had been driven berserk by a malicious hacker. His early years at Sira were coincident with Harold Wilson's "white hot technological revolution" and Sira benefitted from a substantial government grant ratio of 3:1 for industrial measurement and control projects. The emphasis of Sira's activities swung away from the earlier research bias towards applying measurement and control in industry. There was a consequent major expansion in staff numbers and the erection of new buildings on the Sira site. 
B. A. Horstmann
Derek Cornish
A fuller obituary that appeared in "The Times" can be viewed at:-http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/obituaries/article5791972.ece
